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HISTORY

LAWRENCE M. FRIEDMAN

“The best single, coherent history
of American law that now exists. . . .
The book touches every conceivable aspect of
law. ... It is a stupendous achievement.”

—The New York Times Book Review
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«A matchless and unequaled primer for the novice, an invaluable refer-
ence source for the experienced scholar, and, indeed, the first book that
anyone possessing even a slight interest in American legal history
should read.”
— The American Journal of
Legal History

“A treasure for all Americans...This book lays a foundation for an active
future of criticism and revision in American legal history, and the
scholars of that future will stand indebted to Professor Friedman.”

— Stanford Law Review

“Bench and bar will find this history enormously informative,
provocative, and eminently readable. It has that sterling ring of
credibility.”

—Law and Liberty

“The whole fabric of American legal literature is superbly integrated in
the context of American legal institutions.”
— Legal Research Journal

A History of American Law has become a classic for students of law, American
history and sociology across the country. In this brilliant and immensely read-
able book, Lawrence M. Friedman tells the whole fascinating story of American
law from its beginnings in the colonies to the present day. By showing how close
the life of the law is to the economic and political life of the country, he makes a
complex subject understandable and engrossing. A History of American Law
presents the achievements and failures of the American legal system in the
context of America’s commercial and working world, family practices and
attitudes toward property, slavery, government, crime and justice.

Now Professor Friedman has completely revised and enlarged his landmark
work, incorporating a great deal of new material. The book contains newly
expanded notes, a bibliography and a bibliographical essay.

Lawrence M. Friedman is Marion Rice Kirkwood Professor of Law at Stanford
University. He is the author of more than a dozen books and over one hundred
and twenty articles. Professor Friedman is a Fellow of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences and the recipient of numerous awards, including, for
A History of American Law, the prestigious Order of the Coif, awarded by the
Association of American Law Schools. -
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